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DNA and the End of Privacy: 
Could It Protect the Rights of the Child?

Sarah Dingle

Investigative Reporter

Australian Broadcasting Corporation

The situation in Australia:

• Half the eight states and territories have no laws 
regarding assisted reproductive technology – and 
therefore no laws on donor conceived (DC) people 

having any right to information

• In the other four states, access to information 
depends on a whole range of factors including a DC 

person’s age, whether your records even exist, 
whether you have your commissioning parents’ 
permission, and whether you know you’re DC

• The quality and quantity of information available 
about your biological family is extremely 

inconsistent 

“Health concerns spark call for sperm donor 
revelations”

7.30, ABC TV 28th March 2012
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“Searching for C11” 
Australian Story, ABC TV 27th September 2014
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“The Donor Detectives”
Background Briefing, ABC’s Radio National 

6th December 2015 

Interviewee: Zoe, DC person

“The Donor Detectives”
Background Briefing, ABC’s Radio National 

6th December 2015

Interviewee: Damian Adams
Biological research scientist and DC person
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“The Donor Detectives”
Background Briefing, ABC’s Radio National 

6th December 2015

Interviewee: “Greg”, sperm donor

“The Donor Detectives”
Background Briefing, ABC’s Radio National 

6th December 2015

Interviewee: Matt Doran
DonorChildren.com Founder and DC person

Narelle Grech and her biological father, Ray Tonna
March 2013

Photo: Meredith O’Shea
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Attitudes to DNA testing
N = 61

Source: RUDC Facebook poll, 31st May 2018

Have you found your donor and/or siblings through a DNA test?
N = 57

Source: RUDC Facebook poll, 31st May 2018

Outcome of finding your donor (DNA and other means)
N = 59

Source: RUDC Facebook poll, 31st May 2018
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