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Genetic Genealogy and the
1921 Graves Investigation

Alison Wilde
Director of FIGG

Genealogy Case Manager
alison@coldcasehelp.com www.tulsa1921dna.org

Goal: Identification by DNA

Pro Bono Collaborators
-Investigative Genetic Genealogy-

Identifinders 
International

DNA Doe 
Project

DNA 
Detectives

"Front End" Genealogy Team

CCC and DDP

www.tulsa1921dna.org
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Information & Organization
- 1900s -

NewspapersNewspapers
Oaklawn Cemetery 
Records
Oaklawn Cemetery 
Records

Genealogical 
Records
Genealogical 
Records

Independent 
Researchers
Independent 
Researchers

Information & Organization
- 2000s -

Current MediaCurrent Media AnthropologyAnthropology Family StoriesFamily Stories
Community 
Groups
Community 
Groups

Deborah Dilley

Executive Director

CCC/IMF 

Historians, Archeologists 
&  Anthropologists

Kavin Ross 

Public Oversight Committee 

Greenwood Cultural Center

Tulsa City-County Library

Individuals 

(Greenwood & beyond) 

Tulsa Community Resources 
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Form (70% = DNA already)

GEDmatch Upload Video

Free DNA Tests (descendants)

DNA Comparison Paths Chart

IGG Statement & FAQs

LE & Databases Guide

Created for Community 

"Front End" Genealogy

o Organized and searchable source lists for 

known and possible Tulsa Race Massacre 

victims

o Trees built for known and potential victims 

that have notifiers pointing back to source 

lists and information donations

o Spreadsheet system for sources and 

project tree exportable for future phases 

or archive (with permission)

Make available for current and 

future genetic genealogy phases:

Investigative Genetic Genealogy

Authorized 
SNP DNA 
Databases

Find 
Common 

Ancestors in 
DNA Matches

Theory 
Placement

Elective and 
Confirmation 

Testing

Match trees overlap with front end tree?
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Living Family
- Closest may be Distant -

o Existing DNA testers?

o Willing to DNA test?

o Aware of project?

o Aware of relationship?

o (Necessity for SNPs)• Grandchild

• Great-
Grandchild

Descendants

• Great-Niblings

• First Cousins
• (removed 2-4x)

No 
Descendants

Possible Next of 

Kin Relationships:

Are Next of Kin:

Challenges for Identification

o Time

o Trust

o Tests

www.tulsa1921dna.org
alison@coldcasehelp.com

For Resources & Updates
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