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Professional Standards and Accreditation in 
Investigative Genetic Genealogy

ISHI – September 11-13, 2023
Denver, Colorado

Why We Need 
Standards and 
Accreditation

Why We Need 
Standards and 
Accreditation

4 primary reasons

• Public trust
• Data privacy
• Proficiency / Agency Trust
• Accountability
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Our BoardOur Board

Dr. David Gurney Dr. Margaret Press

Carol Rolnick Andrew Hochreiter Bonnie Bossert Michele Kennedy

Amanda Reno

Advisory BoardAdvisory Board

• Law enforcement

• Prosecution

• Post-conviction

• Forensic science

• Diversity representation 

• State crime lab director

• Private DNA lab director

• Bioinformaticist

• Academics

• Genealogy / GG experts

• IGG practitioners

IGGAB Structure IGGAB Structure 

• Started planning in May 2022

• Working Group formed after I4GG

• Incorporated in Delaware (July 2022)

• Granted 501(c)(3) nonprofit status (Jan 2023)

• Bylaws written and approved
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Scope of IGGABScope of IGGAB

DEVELOP 
STANDARDS

ADMINISTER 
EXAM

ACCREDIT 
APPLICANTS

PROVIDE 
OVERSIGHT

MAINTAIN A 
REGISTRY

IGGAB work effort

• IGGAB Board meetings held   :  66 weekly
• Exam Team meetings held      :  25
• Stakeholders interviewed        : over 30

• Notable engagements with specialists
• NIST/OSAC
• NTVIC
• State of Maryland
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Standards Progress

• May 2022 Convened working group of experts

• April 2023 Published Draft for public comment

• Summer 2023 Reviewing comments

• Fall 2023 Release Updated Standard

FEEDBACK
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Majority of respondents 

from Forensic Science then
 

-- Government/Law Enforcement

-- Professional Genealogists

-- Academia

Accreditation Exam ProgressAccreditation Exam Progress

• Working with an Instructional Designer 

• Selected online testing platform

• Drafted 15 IGG core competencies

• No specific educational or professional 
prerequisites to take the exam

• Early 2024 goal

• Re-accreditation will be required at 
regular intervals (TBD)

Core 
Competency 

Examples

Core 
Competency 

Examples

• IGG fundamentals

• Genetic Genealogy concepts

• DNA Evidence Basics

• Ethical Standards & Privacy

• Accessible Genetic Genealogy 
databases

• Identifying Matches

• Genealogical research

• Building Family Trees

• Descendancy research

• Developing a hypothesis
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• Signed contract August 2023

• Recruiting SMEs and Beta Testers

• Launch 2024

Get involved!Get involved!

• Join our email list
• info@iggab.org

• Support us!
• Donations
• Volunteers

Thank you!
Follow us on Social Media

Facebook.com/
IGGABorg

@IGGABorg

Questions: info@iggab.org
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